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Grade  VI I  

Supplementary:  1.  The Tiny Teacher 

 

 

 

 

The Smallest  Yet  the Wisest  I nsect  

The chapt er   opens wit h t he aut hor  making a cat alogue of  t he smallest  insect  

who is also t he wisest  insect s.  He wonder s if  it  is t he f ly, t he mosquit o or  t he wor m.    

He r ealizes t hat  t he insect  t hat  j ust ly f it s int o t his cat egor y is t he ant .  I t  is t he most  

commonly f ound insect , t he smallest  and t he wisest .  The aut hor  seems impr essed by 

t he st or y of  ant ’s lif e and analysis it . 

 

On obser ving a r ow of  ant s moving up and down  t he wall, it  becomes amply clear  

t hat  t he ant s use t heir  ant ennae or  f eeler s t o communicat e or  t o t alk t o each ot her .  

Each ant  gr eet s all t he ot her  ant s coming f r om t he opposit e dir ect ion by t ouching t heir  

f eeler s. 

 

Ant ’s House 

 We have a  childr en seen t he most  common t ypes of  ant s, t hat  is r ed and black 

ant s. I f  we would have obser ved t hem, closely we would have known t hat  ant s live in 

comf or t able homes called ‘nest s’ of  ‘ ant hills’.  Some r ooms of  t his house ar e used by 

t he queen ant s t o lay eggs, while ot her s ar e used by young ant s or  gr ubs t ill t hey gr ow 

up. Ther e ar e soldier s who guar d t he f ood and never  go out  t o sear ch f or  f ood.  Ant s 

f ollow a ver y simple and ef f icient  division of  labour .  No one int er f er es in anot her ’s 

t ask nor  do t hey har m each ot her .  Ther ef or e, ant s ar e believed t o lead a ver y peacef ul 

lif e. 

 

Queen Ant s and t he Grubs 

 The queen ant ’s lif e span is about  15 year s.  The queen ant  cast s away it s pair  of  

wings af t er  it s ‘Wedding f light . ’On a shot  summer  day, t he queen ant  leaves it s nest  
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and goes t o meet  a male ant  high up in t he air .  On it s r et ur n t o Ear t h , it  does not hing. 

But  lay eggs.  The gr ubs or  t he ant ’s lit t le ones come out  of  t he hat ched eggs.  The 

soldier s t ake car e of  t he gr ubs.  The wor ker s and cleaner s f eed t hem and clean t hem..  

The gr ubs t ake  2 – 3 weeks  t o become cocoons.  They t ake anot her   3 weeks t o 

become per f ect  ant s.  As t hey become per f ect  ant s t hey begin t o r eceive t r aining f r om 

older  ant s, lear n t heir  dut ies and get  r eady t o f ace t he wor ld. 

 

Ant hills I nhabit  Ot her Species Too 

 Ant hills ser ve as homes not  only t o ant s, but  also f or  some ot her  cr eat ur es like 

beet les, lesser  br eeds of  ant s and gr eenf ly.  Some of  t hese cr eat ur es give sweet  smell 

or  sweet  j uices and some ar e kept  as pet s by t he ant s. The ant s t r ain t he gr eenf ly t o 

give milk t o t he ant s. 

 

Ant  :  The t eacher 

  Ther e is a lot  of  t hat  human beings can lear n f r om t he ant s.  They wor k har d, 

have a sense of  dut y and discipline, maint ain cleanliness and look af t er  t heir  young ones 

r eally well.  The indeed could  be called t he t iny t eacher s.  

 

 

 

 

1.   The st ory of  an ant ’s lif e sounds almost  unt rue t he italicized phrase means 

  i) highly exaggerated 

  ii) t oo remarkable t o be t rue 

  iii) not  based on f act s 

  (ii) t oo r emar kable t o be t r ue 

2.   Complet e the f ollowing sent ences 

  i)  An ant  is t he smallest  

  ii)  we know a number of  f act s about  an ant ’s lif e because ……………………. .  

   (i)  and t he wisest  insect  

  ii) I t  is t he most  common insect  t hat  we have seen since our  childhood. 

 

NCERT Corner 

Check 1 



 

 3                                                                             Created by Pinkz 

3.  I n what  ways is an ant ’s lif e peacef ul? 

  An ant ’s lif e is peacef ul because t he ant s have ef f icient ly divided  t he wor k 

among t hemselves and no ant  int er f er es  in anot her  ant ’s wor k or  har ms anot her  ant . 

 

 

1.  How long does it  take f or a grub t o become a complet e ant ? 

  I t  t akes about  6 weeks f or  a gr ub t o become a complet e ant .  A gr up becomes a 

cocoon in 2 -3 weeks. I t  t akes anot her  3 weeks t o st ep out  of  t he cocoon and become a 

complet e or  a per f ect  ant . 

2.  Why do t he worker ant s carry t he grubs about  ? 

  The wor ker  ant s car r y t he gr ubs  so t hat  t he gr ubs could not  get  air  and 

sunshine.  The gr ubs ar e not  independent   and cannot  do all t his wor k on t heir  own. 

3.  What  j obs are new ant s t rained f or? 

  The new ant s r eceive t r aining f r om t he older  ant s t o become wor ker s, soldier s 

or  cleaner s and t ake t heir  r esponsibilit ies in t he bigger  wor ld once t hey gr ow up. 

4.  Name some other creat ures t hat  live in ant hills.  

  Beet les, lesser  br eeds of  and gr eenf ly ar e some ot her  cr eat ur es t hat  live in 

ant hills. 

5.  Ment ion three things we can learn f rom the ‘t iny teacher’  Give reasons f or  

    choosing t hese it ems .   

  We can lear n var ious lessons f r om t his ‘t iny t eacher ’ 

  i) Har d wor k.  The ant s ar e ver y har dwor king we see t hem consist ent ly wor king. 

  ii) A sense of  dut y and discipline. The ant s peacef ully divide var ious dut ies 

among t hemselves and do not  int er f er e in each ot her ’s wor k. 

  iii) Cleanliness The ant s ar e also cleaner s.  The cleaner  ant s wash and clean t he 

gr ubs. 

 

 

1.   Discuss t he f ollowing t opics in groups 

i) What  problems are you likely t o f ace if  you keep ant s as pet s? 

  Keeping ant s as pet s is not  easy as t hey eat  ever y t iny Par t icle of  f ood and 

communicat e t o all t he ot her  ant s t heir  f indings of  f ood. One might  f ind sever al t iny. 
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ant s in ever y cor ner  of  t he house.  Ther ef or e, it  becomes pr oblemat ic t o have t hem as 

pet s 

ii) When a group of  bees f ind nect ar,  it  inf orms ot her bees of  it s locat ion,   

    quant it y et c t hrough dancing .  

    Can you guess what  ant s communicate t o t heir f ellow ant s by t ouching one 

anot her’s f eelers? 

  Ant s communicat e t o t he ot her  ant s t hr ough t heir  f eeler s t he knowledge of  

having f ound f ood or  sugar . 

2.  Complet e t he f ollowing poem with words f rom t he box below.   Then recit e t he  

    poem 

Soldier s live in bar r acks 

And bir ds in…………………………… 

Much like a snake t hat  r est s 

 I n a ……………………….. No hor se is able  

To sleep except   in a ……………………… 

And  a dog lives well, 

Mind you, only in a ……………………… 

Mind you, only in a …………………….. 

To say ‘hi’ t o an ant , if  you will, 

You may have t o climb an …………………….. 

Hole;       kennel;      nest s;      ant hill;   st able 

Nest s;      hole;     st able;    kennel;   anthill 

 

 

 

1.   How do t he ant s greet  t he ot her ant s? 

  The ant s gr eet  all t he ot her  ant s coming f r om t he opposit e dir ect ion   by 

t ouching t heir  f eeler s or  ant ennae. 

2.  Who is t he mother of  t he ent ire populat ion of  t he ant  colony? 

  The Queen is t he mot her   of  t he ent ir e populat ion of  t he ant  colony 
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3.  How are the dut ies of  the worker ant s dif f erent  f rom the soldier ant s? 

  The wor ker  ant s live in t he r eser ved quar t er s and go out  t o sear ch f or  f ood.  

The soldier  ant s guar d t he f ood and gr ubs live in bar r acks. 

 

 

1.   How many rooms are t o be f ound in an ant hill? 

  A single ant hill has hundr eds of  lit t le r ooms and passages.  Some of  t hese r ooms 

ar e occupied by t he queen ant  t hat  lays eggs. Ot her  r ooms f unct ion as nur ser ies f or  

t he young ant s or  gr ubs. 

  Yet  anot her  set  of  r ooms ar e used as st or ehouses f or  f ood.  An ant hill also has 

bar r acks t hat  ar e occupied by soldier  ant s. 

2.  Who all are the resident s of  ant hills? 

  Besides ant s, an ant hill is also home t o beet les, lesser   br eeds of  ant s and 

gr eenf lies.  Ant s allow t hese ot her  cr eat ur es  t o live in t heir  ant hills because ant s like 

t he pleasant  smell of  some of  t hese cr eat ur es. 

  Ther e ar e also cer t ain cr eat ur es t hat  give sweet  j uices and some ot her s ar e 

t r eat ed like pet s. 

 

 

 

1.   Why  t he ant  is called t he t iny teacher? 

   An ant s is called t he t iny t eacher  because human beings can lear n many lessons 

f r om an ant ’s lif e.  An ant ’s lif e is peacef ul and disciplined.  Ant s dist r ibut e  all t heir  

wor k and r esponsibilit ies among t hemselves. 

  They have wor ker  ant s, soldier  ant s and cleaner  assigned t o t hem.  No ant  

int er f er es in anot her ’s wor k  nor  do t hey har m each ot her . 

  They also ar e ver y har dwor king cr eat ur es t hat  wor k consist ent ly t he ent ir e day.  

However , despit e wor king ver y har d t hey never  f or get  t o gr eet  each ot her . 

2.  Describe t he process of  an egg becoming a complete ant .  

  The queen egg t akes a ‘Wedding f light ’ on a hot  summer  day t o meet  a male ant  

in t he air .  On r et ur ning t o t he Ear t h, t he queen, ant  cast s away it s wings.  Ther eaf t er  

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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t he queen ant  does not  know ot her  wor ks but  lays eggs.  When t hese eggs hat ch, young 

ant s or  gr ubs come out  of  it .  Gr ubs t ake 2- 3  weeks t o become cocoons. 

  For  t he next  3 weeks , t hey lie wit hout  any f ood or  act ivit y t ill t he br eak out  of  

t he cocoon and emer ge as complet e or  per f ect  ant s. 
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Lesson : 1 Not ice 
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You ar e Rit ur aj , I nchar ge of  t he Act ivit y Club of  your  school.  A t our  t o Delhi is 

being or ganized by t he School.  Wr it e a not ice invit ing st udent s t o j oin t he t our .  Put  

t he not ice in t he box 

 

SPRI NG DALES SCHOOL 

NOTI CE 

22nd J anuar y, 2014 

Avail Golden Opport unit y ! A Tour To Delhi 

All t he st udent s will be pleased t o know t hat  an educat ional cum ent er t ainment  t r ip is 

being or ganized by t he school t o Delhi. The det ails ar e 

           Classes  : 6 t h t o 12 t h 

Dat es   : 2nd Febr uar y – 6 t h Febr uar y 

                                 Cost  per  head  : Rs 5000 

Var ious hist or ical and beaut if ul places would be included in t he t our .  For  f ur t her  

inf or mat ion, please cont act  t he under signed. 

Rit ur aj  

(I nchar ge,  Act icit y Club) 

 

I mportant  Point s :  Name of  t he event , Det ails like dat e, Time, Place, cost  of  t he  

    event , Name and designat ion of  t he issuer . 

Not ice f or I nvit at ion For Tour 

Solved Quest ions 


